
Morning Prayer for Epiphany 
January 2, 2022 

 

 

Opening Sentence (Epiphany): We have seen his star in the East,  
    and have come to worship him.  (Matthew 2.2)  
 
Opening Music:    

We Three Kings 
 
We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
O Star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown Him again,  
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 
O Star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
O Star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone cold tomb. 
O Star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.  
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
Grace Hawthorne | John Henry Hopkins Jr. | Larry Mayfield 
© 1993 Pilot Point Music CCLI License #11425745 

Officiant  Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare  
  to worship almighty God,  
  Let us confess our sins against  
  God and our neighbour.   

Silence for reflection  

People  Most merciful God,  
  we confess that we have sinned against you  
  in thought, word, and deed,  
  by what we have done  
  and by what we have left undone.  
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;   
  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
  have mercy on us and forgive us,  
  that we may delight in your will,  
  and walk in your ways,  
  to the glory of your name. Amen.   

Officiant  Almighty God have mercy upon us,   
  pardon and deliver us from all our sins,   
  confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,   
  and keep us in eternal life;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips,  

People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

 

Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  

People   O Lord, make haste to help us.   

 

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Invitatory 
 

Officiant  The Lord is our light and our life:  
People   O come, let us worship 

 
 



Jubilate  
Psalm 100  
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
serve the Lord with gladness  
and come before his presence with a song.  
 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
he himself has made us, and we are his;  
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; *  
give thanks to him and call upon his name. 
 
For the Lord is good;  
his mercy is everlasting; *  
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Officiant The Lord is our light and our life:  
People  O come, let us worship 

 
Proclamation of the Word 
 

The Readings 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
 
60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. (Isaiah 60: 1-6 (NRSV)) 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to us. Thanks be to God 
 

 
Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 
 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 
 2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 
 
 3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 
 4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 
 5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 
 
 6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 



 7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall 
be no more. 
 
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 
 
 11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 
 
 12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 
 
 13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
 
 14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 
O God, bring our nation and all nations to a sense of justice and equity, 
that poverty, oppression, and violence may vanish and all may know 
peace and plenty.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians 
 
3This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 
sake of you Gentiles— 2for surely you have already heard of the 
commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a 
few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the 
Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 
grace that was given to me by the working of his power. 8Although I am 
the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to 
the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God 
in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith 
in him. (Ephesians 3: 1-12 (NRSV)) 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 
Gospel 
 
God be with you. And also with you. 
 
The Gospel of Christ, according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”  
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 



homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the 
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road.  (Matthew 2: 1-12 (NRSV)) 

 

This is the Gospel of the Christ.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 
Sermon: Jane 

 
Music: 
When A Child is Born 
 
A ray of hope flickers in the sky 
A tiny star lights up way up high 
All across the land, dawns a brand new morn 
This comes to pass when a child is born 
 
A silent wish sails the seven seas 
The winds of change whisper in the trees 
And the walls of doubt crumble, tossed and torn 
This comes to pass when a child is born 
 
A rosy hue settles all around 
You've got to feel you're on solid ground 
For a spell or two, no one seems forlorn 
This comes to pass when a child is born 
 
And all of this happens because the world is waiting 
Waiting for one child 
Black, white, yellow, no one knows 

But a child that will grow up and turn tears to laughter 
Hate to love, war to peace and everyone to everyone's neighbour 
And misery and suffering will be words to be forgotten forever 
 
It's all a dream, an illusion now 
It must come true, sometime soon somehow 
All across the land, dawns a brand new morn 
This comes to pass when a child is born 
Songwriters: Fred Jay / Zacar (Ciro Dammicco) 
CCLI Licence 11425745  

 

Affirmation of Faith (Borrowed from the UCC) 

 
We are not alone, 
    we live in God’s world. 
 
 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God’s presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope. 
 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
    Thanks be to God.  Amen 
 



Prayers of the People: Pat 

 
O God, by the leading of a star you revealed your only Son to the peoples of 
the earth. Lead us to your presence, where we may see your glory face to 
face. 
 
God of light and life our prayers rise before you this day in hope and faith. We 
pray for your church, for our diocese, bishops, clergy and all people.  
 
Flame of abundant love, be our Joy in proclaiming your Good News to the 
world. We pray for all who are coming to faith, all who wonder about faith, 
and all who are struggling with faith. 
 
Light of all creation, guide us to lead, teach and nurture your disciples. We 
pray for those in need of food, shelter, clothing, and of God's healing touch. 
 
Comforter of the suffering, warm our hands to loving service. We pray for the 
world, especially where there is trouble and suffering, far away or nearby. 
 
Ember of steadfast care, fuel our passion to challenge injustice and violence 
and to pursue peace and reconciliation. We pray for the land on which we 
stand, the peoples, creatures, plant life and waters around us. 
  
Star blaze of glory, lead us to care for this fragile earth, our island home, and 
to heal the circle of creation.  
 
God of radiant light, from the breath of your love came the creation of the 
sun, the moon and the stars. Be our daily star that we may always follow your 
light of truth in all that we do, forever trusting, hoping and believing in your 
word. Lift our eyes tonight to see your eternal life shining brightly, Leading us 
home. Amen. 

 
 

Collect 
Eternal God,  
who by a star led wise men to the worship of your Son.  
Guide by your light the nations of the earth,  
that the whole world may know your glory;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (NZ Version) 
 

Officiant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say,  
 
All: Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe; 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world; 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings; 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trial too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Music 

Go Tell it on the Mountain 
 
Go, tell it on the mountain:  
Over the hills and ev’rywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 



While shepherds kept their watching  
O’er wandering flocks by night, behold,  
from out of the heavens there shone a holy light. 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo:  
Above the earth rang out the angel chorus  
that hailed the Saviour’s birth. 
 
Go, tell it on the mountain:  
Over the hills and ev’rywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born 
 
Down in a lowly manger, our humble Christ was born  
He brought us all salvation,  
that blessed Christmas morn 
 
Go, tell it on the mountain:  
Over the hills and ev’rywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
Alfred V. Fedak | John W. Work Jr. 
© Words: Public Domain 
Music: 1994 Selah Publishing Company, Inc. 
CCLI License # 11425745 

 
 
Blessing: 
May the humility of the shepherds 
The perseverance of the Magi 
The joy of the angels 
And the peace of the Christ child 
Be yours now and always. 
And may the blessing of God,  
who made us, who loves us, and who travels with us  
be with us all – now and forever. Amen 
 

 

Dismissal  
 
Officiant Let us go, like the Magi, to seek Christ – in ourselves and 
   in all others.  
 
People   Thanks be to God, Alleluia! 
 

 
Readings for next week: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Lk 3:15-
17, 21-22 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

Annual Reports: are due in the Office by January 16, 2022.  Please 
email your reports to the Office, no paper reports, thank you! 
 

The Annual General meeting: Sunday, February 20, 2022. This 
will be a virtual Zoom meeting and you are encouraged to join in. 

 
 

PASTORAL 

 Coffee & Zoom: This gathering will resume on Tuesday, January 
11, 2022. 
 

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 

 Prayer Time with Katherine: This Zoom meeting will resume on 
Wednesday, January 12, 2022. 

 
 



LITURGY 
 
Services: Due to Covid 19 Restrictions services will be on zoom at 
10:00am on Sunday mornings until further notice.  The service will be 
recorded and uploaded to the website for people to enjoy at a 
convenient time. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIOCESAN SEASON OF PRAYER COLLECT - (By The Rev’d. Michelle Bull) 

O God our Creator and Redeemer, it pleases you to invite us into the mission of 

Jesus, establishing the reign of God on earth. You promised through your Son 

to send the Spirit upon us, to teach us everything. We pray that you will send a 

fresh outpouring of your Spirit on this Diocese. Grant us clear vision and 

wisdom to discern what you are now calling us to do and the courage, love and 

creativity to perform it to your glory. We ask it in the name of your Son our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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