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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2, 2021 
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips,  

People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

 

Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  

People   O Lord, make haste to help us.   

 

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
 was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
Here I am to Worship 
 
Light of the world,  
You stepped down into darkness,  
opened my eyes, let me see.  Beauty that made this heart adore You, 
hope of a life spent with You.  
 
Chorus: 
So here I am to worship, 
here I am to bow down, 
here I am to say that You’re my God.   
And You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,  
altogether wonderful to me. 
 
King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above. 
Humbly You came to the Earth  
You created, all for love’s sake became poor. 
Chorus: 
So here I am to worship, 
here I am to bow down, 
here I am to say that You’re my God.   

 
And You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,  
altogether wonderful to me. 
 
Bridge: 
And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross. 
And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross. 
 
Chorus: 
So here I am to worship, 
here I am to bow down, 
here I am to say that You’re my God.   
And You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,  
altogether wonderful to me. 
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The Invitatory 
 

The Lord is our light and our life: O come, let us worship  

  
Jubilate   
Psalm 100   
  

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *   
serve the Lord with gladness   
and come before his presence with a song.   
  

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *   
he himself has made us, and we are his;   
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  
  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;   
go into his courts with praise; *   
give thanks to him and call upon his name.  
  



For the Lord is good;   
his mercy is everlasting; *   
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
  
The Lord is our light and our life: O come, let us worship  

 
 
Proclamation of the Word 
 

The Readings 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles’ 
 
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a 
wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to 
this chariot and join it.’ 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are 
reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
34The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ 35Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 
the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What 
is to prevent me from being baptized?’ 38He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Acts 8: 26-40 (NRSV) 

 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 
 
Psalm 22: 24-30 
 
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who 
worship him. 
 
 25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
“May your heart live for ever!” 
 
 26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
 
 27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 
 
 28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down 
in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
 29 My soul shall live for him; 



my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever. 
 
 30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 
 
Father, your tortured Son felt abandoned, and cried out in 
anguish from the cross, yet you delivered him. He overcame 
the bonds of death and rose in triumph from the grave. Do not 
hide your face from those who cry out to you: feed the hungry, 
strengthen the weak, and break the chains of the oppressed, 
that your people may rejoice in your saving deeds. This we ask 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

 
A reading from the first letter of John 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in 
this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No 
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his 
love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father 
has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. 15God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we 
have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 
in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 
boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 

has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who 
say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 
God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from 
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and 
sisters also. 

1 John 4: 7-21 (NRSV) 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
15‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by 
the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide 
in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples. 
 

John 15: 1-8 (NRSV) 
 

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 



Sermon 
 
 
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
 
Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,  
drive the dark of doubt away;  
giver of immortal gladness,  
fill us with the light of day. 
 
All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Fields and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
Thou art giving and forgiving,  
ever blessing, ever blest, wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of 
happy rest! 
Thou our Father and our Mother, all who live in love are thine;  
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again  
to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Let us pray with confidence to the Lord, saying, 
"Lord hear our prayer." 
 
O Lord, guard and direct your Church in the way of unity, service, and 
praise. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Give to all nations an awareness of the unity of the human family 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Cleanse our hearts of prejudice and selfishness, and inspire us to 
hunger and thirst for what is right. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 



Teach us to use your creation for your greater praise, that all may 
share the good things you provide. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Strengthen all who give their energy or skill for the healing of those 
who are sick in body or in mind. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Set free all who are bound by fear and despair. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Grant a peaceful end and eternal rest to all who are dying, and your 
comfort to those who mourn. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages.  At your 
command, the sick were made well.   
Come to our aid now, in the midst of this third wave of the 
coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.  Heal those 
who are sick with the virus.  May they regain their strength and health 
through quality medical care.  Heal us from our fear, which 
prevents nations from working together and neighbours from helping 
one another.  Heal us from our pride, which can make us 
claim invulnerability to a disease that know no borders.  Jesus Christ, 
healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and 
sorrow.  Be with those who have died from the virus.  May they be at 
rest with you in your eternal peace.  Be with the families 
of those who are sick or have died.  As they worry and grieve, defend 
them from illness and despair.  May they know your peace. 
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals 
who seek to heal and help those affected and who put 
themselves at risk in the process.  May they know your protection and 
peace.  Be with the leaders of all nations.  Give them the 
foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the 
people they are meant to serve.  Give them the wisdom 
to invest in long-term solutions that will prepare for or prevent future 
outbreaks.  May they know your peace, as they work 

together to achieve it on earth.  Whether we are home or away, 
surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only 
a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and 
prepare.  In place of our anxiety, give us your peace. 
Amen 

 
 

 
Collect 
 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Give us grace to love one another and walk in the way of his 
commandments, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 
 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Officiant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say,  
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  



Your Love Defends Me 
 
You are my joy You are my song 
You are the well the One I'm drawing from 
You are my refuge my whole life long 
Where else would I go 
 
Chorus 
Surely my God is the strength of my soul 
Your love defends me 
Your love defends me 
And when I feel like I'm all alone 
Your love defends me 
Your love defends me 
 
Day after day night after night 
I will remember You're with me in this fight 
Although the battle it rages on 
The war's already won 
I know the war is already won 
 
Chorus 
Surely my God is the strength of my soul 
Your love defends me 
Your love defends me 
And when I feel like I'm all alone 
Your love defends me 
Your love defends me 
 
Bridge 
We sing hallelujah 
You're my portion my salvation 
Hallelujah 
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Blessing  
 
Dismissal  
 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer – Dartmouth Region 
Holy Trinity Emmanuel, Holy Spirit and St. Andrew’s, Dartmouth 

St. Alban’s, Woodside, Nova Scotia 

 
 
Readings for next week: Acts 10: 44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5: 1-6;  
John 15: 9-17 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Notices from within the Parish 

 
 

 
 
 
Gardens: Are you interested in planting a garden but have nowhere to 
do that? Want to grow your own vegetables? The church has the land 
if you have the time, effort and desire. Please chat with Carole Aylard 
or email her at caylard@accesscable.net 
 
 
Church Calendars: Several 2021 church calendars are still available for 
$7.00.  If you would like a calendar, please call Brenda Tucker at 902-
462-7006. She will ensure that you get it. 

 
Bottle Caps:  
 

Please do not drop off bottle caps to the church. 
 

Bottle Caps can be dropped off at Bluenose Recycling on Woodlawn 
Road as they are still accepting them. Thank you! 
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A Community of Faith Since 1794 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 

 

Protective measures against COVID-19 from the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 

 

1) Wash your hands frequently 
 Regularly and thoroughly clean your hands with an alcohol-
 based hand rub or wash them with soap and water. 
 

2) Make wearing a mask a normal part of being around other 
people 
 

3) Maintain social distancing 
 Maintain at least 2 metre (6 feet) distance between yourself 
 and anyone who is coughing or sneezing. 
 

4) Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth 
 

5) Practice respiratory hygiene 
 Make sure you, and the people around you, follow good 
 respiratory hygiene. This means covering your mouth and nose 
 with your bent elbow or tissue when you cough or sneeze. Then 
 dispose of the used tissue immediately. 
 

6) If you have fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical 
care early 
 

7) Stay informed and follow advice given by your healthcare 
provider 

 

 

 

 

DIOCESAN SEASON OF PRAYER COLLECT - (By The Rev’d. Michelle Bull) 

O God our Creator and Redeemer, it pleases you to invite us into the mission 
of Jesus, establishing the reign of God on earth. You promised through your 
Son to send the Spirit upon us, to teach us everything. We pray that you will 
send a fresh outpouring of your Spirit on this Diocese. Grant us clear vision and 
wisdom to discern what you are now calling us to do and the courage, love and 
creativity to perform it to your glory. We ask it in the name of your Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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